Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Text 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 GENEVA 07826 151412Z 

43 

ACTION 10-10 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO CIAE-00 COME-OO DODE-OO DOTE-OO 

EB-07 FMC-01 INR-07 NSAE-00 CG-00 OFA-01 DLOS-04 

LAB-04 SIL-01 DHA-02 AF-06 ARA-06 EA-07 NEA-10 OIC-02 

HEW-02 PA-01 PRS-01 USIA-06 /091 W 

112409 

R 151342Z OCT 75 
FM USMISSION GENEVA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 6302 
INFO AMEMBASSY MADRID 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE GENEVA 7826 

PASS LABOR FOR SRC. ALL, PERSONS AND QUACKENBUSH 

EO: 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ILO 

SUB J : ILO PREPARATORY TECHNICAL MARITIME CONFERENCE (OCTOBER 
13-24) 

1. SOLE POLITICAL ITEM SO FAR HAS BEEN DISCUSSION IN SEAFARERS 
(WORKERS) GROUP OF POSSIBLE RESOLUTION CONDEMNING GOVERNMENT OF 
SPAIN FOR ALLEGED VIOLATIONS OF HUMAN AND TRADE UNION RIGHTS. 
GROUP REPORTEDLY NOWHERE NEAR CONSENSUS. US GOVERNMENT AND SEA- 
FARERS'S REPRESENTATIVES ELECTED TO CONFERENCE STEERING COMMIT- 
TEE. USG DEL GOLDBERG ELECTED CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEE ON INDUSTRIAL 
RELATIONS, CAPTAIN RICH SERVING AS VICE CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEE ON 
CONTINUITY OF EMPLOYMENT; REYNOLDS WILL BE VICE CHAIRMAN OF COM- 
MITTEE ON PROTECTION OF YOUNG SEAFARERS. NOTEWIRTH WAS RESOLU- 
TION OF DISPUTE IN SELECTIONS COMMITTEE BETWEEN USSR GOVERNMENT 
REP AND SPOKESMAN OF SHIPOWNERS (EMPLOYERS) GROUP OVER RESTRICTED 
MEETING PROPOSED BY LATTER. 

2. AT FIRST MEETING OF CONFERENCE STEERING COMMITTEE EVENING OC- 
TOBER 13 SHIPOWNERS SPOKESMAN PROPOSED MEETING OF SHIPOWNERS 
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SION COUNSELOR BOUKREEV AND USSR GOVERNMENT DEL ASKED FOR EXPLANA- 
TION OF "TECHNICAL SECTION" AND WARNED THAT MEETINGS SHOULD NOT 
BE CLOSED. BOUKREEV WANTED TO KNOW WHICH COUNTRIES WERE NOT IN- 
VITED AND WHERE IN STANDING ORDERS OR IN ILO CONSTITUTION JUSTI 
FICATION FOR RESTRICTED MEETINGS COULD BE FOUND. SHIPOWNERS’ 
SPOKESMAN (RICE-OXLEY, UK) REPLIED THAT RESTRICTED MEETINGS WERE 
IN ACCORDANCE WITH ILO CONSTITUTION AND PRACTICE AND IN CONFORMITY 
WITH PROVISIONS IN ARTICLE 14 OF STANDING ORDERS OF SUBIECT CON- 
FERENCE. HE EXPLAINED THAT "TECHNICAL SECTION" MEANT SHIPOWNERS 
MEMBERS OF STEERING COMMITTEE AND ADDED THAT SHIPOWNERS INTENDED 
TO HOLD OTHER MEETINGS OF "TECHNICAL SECTIONS" OF CCNFERENCE COM- 
MITTEES IF NECESSARY, BECAUSE PAST EXPERIENCE SHOWED THAT THESE 
MEETINGS WERE PRODUCTIVE, AND THAT SO FAR SHIPOWNERS HAD NOT DE- 
CIDED TO RESTRICT THESE OTHER "TECHNICAL SECTION" MEETINGS. BOUK- 
REEV NOTED THAT THERE HAD BEEN NO RESTRICTED MEETINGS AT 9TH SES- 
SION OF IRON AND STEEL COMMITTEE (16-26 SEPTEMBER). THERE WERE NO 
FURTHER SPEAKERS AND CHAIRMAN CLOSED DISCUSSION. 

3. MATTER WAS RESOLVED AT SECOND SESSION OF STEERING COMMITTEE 
OCTOBER 14 WHEN SHIPOWNERS WITHDREW REQUEST FOR MEETINGS OF THEIR 
TECHNICAL SECTION OF STEERING COMMITTEE ON OCTOBER 15 AND 16. 

MEETINGS WILL TAKE PLACE BUT AS PRIVATE AND NOT AS CONFERENCE 
MEETINGS, AND WILL NOT APPEAR ON DAILY SCHEDULE. BOUKREEV EXPRESS- 
ED SATISFACTION WITH PRIVATE STATUS OF MEETINGS. 

4. COMMENT: SOVIETS OBVIOUSLY IRKED AT BEING EXCLUDED FROM DE- 
CISION MAKING AMONG SHIPOWNERS GROUP IN KEY STEERING COMMITTEE. 
SOVIETS HAVE NOT RAISED QUESTION IN PLENARY. AS DEPARTMENT AND 
DOL AWARE, PRIME SOVIET GOAL IN ILO (AND PARTICULARLY IN WP ON 
STRUCTURE) IS MODIFICATION OF GROUP AUTONOMY PRINCIPLE UNDER WHICH 
EMPLOYERS HAVE SO FAR SUCCESSFULLY KEPT SOVIETS INFLUENCE TO A 
MINIMUM. ABRAMS 
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